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National School Counseling Week Feb. 3-7  

As we wrap up the week, please join me in thanking our counselors - I 
apologize for not sending this at the beginning of the week, but it is not too 
late to note that it is National School Counseling Week 2020.  The ASCA 
touts counselors as instrumental in “Helping Build Better Humans.”  I would 
say they take the lead among staff in their contributions to helping students 
with the myriad of challenges impacting school success.  Thanks to Ellen 
Thomas, Kirsten Bledsoe, Kiley Gard and Julianne Dow for all you do!  Also, 
pictured at right Kirsten Bledsoe receiving the Blue Heron award for College 
Bound sign-ups.  Once again the middle school exceeded the state average 
with over 77% of eligible students registered.  
 

Board Meeting Summary from February 6, 2020 

The Board of Directors met on Thursday, February 6 for a work/study meeting.  The agenda included:  

● Blue Heron students demonstrating the ROADS Challenge (robotics).  This challenge is part of 
the STEAM class at Blue Heron, and the students learn about teamwork, leadership, problem 
solving, coding, science and math.  The highlight was the drone flight, inside the Board room 
and around Director James-Wilson.  Pictured students: Tallulah Sebastian and Dilery Salcedo.  

.  

 

 



 
 

● The CTE Program report was provided by Principal Ehrhardt and teachers Jen Kruse and Kelley 
Watson.  (Not pictured)  This report was requested by the Board.  We appreciate the 
comprehensive review.  

● Sarah Rubenstein presented on: Highly Capable, Since Time Immemorial curriculum, and 
Beginning Educator Support Team program.  

Other items on the agenda  included approval of several policies and a discussion of the recent Board 
retreat.  Further, the Board approved capital dollars for technology needs at Blue Heron and discussed 
options for superintendent succession, but they did not take any action.  

The Board normally meets on the first and third Thursday of each month for their regularly scheduled 
study sessions and business meetings.  Further, the Board at times holds special meetings on particular 
topics.  For more information, please see: http://ptschools.org/board___supt. Also, the Board uses 
BoardDocs for meeting management.  The website is: 
https://go.boarddocs.com/wa/ptsd/Board.nsf/Public.  

 
Maintenance and Facilities 
~ Justin Gray 
Our first snow event of the year a couple 
weeks back gave us the opportunity to 
debut our newest piece of equipment. 
Check out Shane Trammell making 
quick and effortless work of clearing 
walkways with the new plow attachment 
for our tractor. 
 
Additionally, besides the snow, ice 
became a major problem when 
navigating around the campuses. At 
right is Andy Kithcart laying down deicer 
with one of our walk behind spreaders. 
 
With the elevators complete at the highschool, they have brought many advantages to a lot of people. 
Among them, high school custodian Mary Durham now enjoys the ability to transport equipment freely 
between floors. Gone are the days of awkwardly carrying equipment from one floor to another. 

 
 
 
MDS, HiCap, Prof. Dev. and Community Outreach ~ Sarah Rubenstein  
 
Maritime Discovery Schools 

The curriculum matrix team of teachers met and developed a progression of projects along each 
place-based learning theme. View the MDS Projects by Theme Progression here. The team will make 
some recommendations for next steps for project development and share this with teachers across the 
district. Overall the group was very impressed to see all the great projects developed over the past six 
years in the district. 

The committee also is developing  flyers for families and the community about projects in each grade 
band. If you have a cool MDS project photo that we can include, email Sarah Rubenstein.  
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Professional Development 

Upcoming book study: How to Differentiate in Academically Diverse Classrooms,  Feb 20, March 19, and 
April 2, 3:30-5pm. Email Sarah Rubenstein to register or for more info.  

Upcoming Wednesday District Professional Development Topics: 

February 19, MTSS 

March 18, Culturally Responsive Teaching 

Highly Capable 

The highly capable referral window is open until March 31, for services to begin in the 2020-21 school 
year. Anyone may refer a student. Forms and more information are found at 
https://ptschools.org/for_families/district_wide_services/highly_capable_student_services. 

In April, all second grade students will participate in the Cognitive Abilities Test Screener Form 7, unless 
parents/guardians opt-out. Forms were sent home with second grade families, or one can be requested 
from the school office. 

In the News: 

● ‘Rebellion,’ ‘Beauty’ and ‘Apogee’ win in Port Townsend - PDN 01.27.20 
● Five Olympic Peninsula school districts receive Gold Star Award - PDN 01.27.20 
● ‘Absolutely amazing’: Student Wearable Art Show set in Port Townsend - PDN 01.23.20 
● PTHS art classes prepare for Student Wearable Art Show - PTLeader 01.22.20 
● Chimacum and Port Townsend School Districts recognized - PTLeader 01.22.20 
● 100 people pitch in at Blue Heron orchard - PDN 01.21.20  
● Food Co-op offers cooking classes at Blue Heron - PDN 01.17.20 

PT School Libraries  ~ Joy Wentzel 

Read More in 2020 Challenge 
January and February are 
wonderful months to reinvigorate 
positive habits. All students at 
BHMS and PTHS are 
encouraged to take the “Read 
More in 2020” Challenge. How 
many books can you read in 
2020? One a month? Come into 
the library and discover 
wonderful collections to get you 
started.  Look at table tops for 

information on why reading is good for the mind and how to integrate 
reading into the everyday. Melinda Schroeder is taking the challenge 
and stated, “You'd be proud of me. I 
finished 2 books (1 audible, 1 hard copy) 
in January and am on track to finish two 
more. Whoop!” Kudos Melinda!  
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BookClub Launch at BHMS 
 
In addition to our “Read More in 
2020” Challenge, we launched our 
first BookClub at BHMS Library. 
While the initial draw may have been 
Shannon Grewell’s decadent 
chocolate cake, it was clear that 
students were excited to enjoy a 
meal and discuss books together. 
This club will meet monthly in the 
BHMS Library. Our goals are to 
promote books to our community, 
help curate our library collection, 
have a book drive and move forward 
on installing the Little Free Libraries 
at Salish Coast and Blue Heron. 
Come join us for our next meeting. 
 
Hats with Heart  
Thanks to all of the students and staff who adorned these hats with hearts and wear them with pride. It is 
a wonderful sight to see! A big shout out to PTHS senior Lily Montgomery who quite likely stitched 20 
hats (or more).  Students gave more than 100 hats away to kids all over the peninsula. I’d like to steal a 
quote from Hamilton, the musical, and say “This is not a moment, it’s a movement!” Stay warm and show 
the world you come in peace!  
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Lunch @ UR Library  
The theme of kindness keeps rolling into February 
with a blast from the past...friendship pins! Students 
made many and shared many...wear them with pride! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Series: What Can My Library Card Do for Me? 
Did you know that your library card allows you free access to 
Kanopy, a video streaming service? “Kanopy is the best video 
streaming service for quality, thoughtful entertainment. Find movies, 
documentaries, foreign films, classic cinema, independent films and 
educational videos that inspire, enrich and entertain. We partner 
with public libraries to bring you an ad-free experience that can be 
enjoyed on your TV, mobile phones, tablets and online.” 
(kanopy.com) 
 
How do you get started? Easy! Go to the PT Public Library website, 

click on “Databases”. Scroll down to Kanopy. Enter your library card information. Follow the simple 
instructions to create your Kanopy account and then start watching. 
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Salish Coast Elementary School ~ Lisa Condran 

And the winners are...Wow!  Our multiage classrooms brought impressive numbers with over 50% of 
their classes here for math night!  So congratulations to the Opepo class and the Disco Dragons!  
 
Overall we were up for attendance with 135 students (enrolled here - which is up from last year) 
attending, but we had many younger kids and some of our former students come as well.  28% of our 
student population was here on a night with cheer, 4-H, gymnastics, scouts, and so many other 
activities.  

 
Congratulations to Tracy Gallegos for organizing such a successful event.  Tracy is instrumental in 
making this event happen but also thanked the following people: A huge thank you to everyone who 
helped pull this off, we had more volunteers than ever and almost all were staff (extra special thanks to 
husbands - Joe and Eli, and sister - Debbie).  Denise for sharing games from all over the world.  High 
school student Jerome for taking time to volunteer.  To our custodial staff, wow and thank you!  Kitchen 
staff for helping with food, serving items, and sharing their space with us. The LaTrecia for answering a 
million questions, finding everything for me, making cookies and just being amazing.  The fantastic 
cookies and treats made by LaTrecia, Sally, Sheri, MB, Cherry and I know others were so good, thank 
you!  To my intervention team, thank you ladies...you have my back!! Thank you to Lisa Condran and 
Shelby for supporting this, finding funds to make this happen, working out the space for us, and being 
here. Sandy G. thank you for running and getting toothpicks!  I owe you!  
 

 
To quote Tracy: 
 
“There are so many reasons Salish Coast loves this event.  Kids and math, community, a reminder of 
our connection, tradition, this staff (!!!!) it is a touchstone for all of us as to why our work is so important, 
it reminds us of our why.”  
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Blue Heron Middle School ~ Theresa Campbell 
 
On Monday, January 20th, students and staff across the district joined community volunteers to spread 
70 yards of compost and mulch around the 70 fruit trees at the Blue Heron Orchard. This yearly event, 
held on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, saw it's greatest turnout yet as close to 100 people showed up to 
complete the job in just under an hour. Special thanks to all the BH students who volunteered their time 
to participate in a day of service. 
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On Saturday, February 1st, staff members from Port Townsend, Sequim, and Quilcene school districts 
attended a Differentiation for Gifted Learners workshop presented by Dr. Richard Cash. Later that 
evening parents from Port Townsend School District attended a special presentation by Dr. Cash on 
Self-Regulation for Learning. We will continue to offer parent involvement opportunities such as this as 
part of our Schoolwide Title 1 program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High School ~ Carrie Ehrhardt 
 
It's National School Counseling Week, and the high school is so very grateful 
to have Kiley Gard as our school counselor.  Kiley skillfully manages a huge 
workload.  Being a high school counselor is a challenging job. As a skilled 
educational counselor, along with all of the other unique duties at the high 
school level, Kiley is happy to support students in their school success, and 
get them ready for the pathway beyond high school.  
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The high school elevators were dedicated this week through a formal ceremony at PTHS on Thursday 
afternoon.  The elevators are a much appreciated addition to our high school campus. The elevators are 
getting used on a regular basis and students who have been trying to manage stairs on crutches are so 
happy to have an easier route between classes. Thank you to our district administration and school 
board for making us ADA accessible.  We also want to say thank you to the PTHS Alumni group who 
sent representatives to participate in materials and color selection during the process.  
 
 
 

 

Port Townsend School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of race, religion, 
creed, color, immigration status, national origin, age, honorably-discharged veteran or military status, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender expression or identity, marital status, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability, 
or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability.  The district provides equal access to 
school facilities to the Boy Scouts of America and all other designated youth groups listed in Title 36 of the United 
States Code as a patriotic society. The following employees have been designated to handle questions and 
complaints of alleged discrimination: 
 
Laurie McGinnis, Title IX                                                                       Amy Khile, Civil Rights Compliance 
 Shelby MacMeekin, 504 Coordinator & ADA Compliance  
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